Shotgun test

EGE 12-bore

This well-built Turkish over-and-under offers
a lot of gun for your money, says Mark Heath

hen the deputy

editor told me he had

arranged for an EGE

shotgun tobe sent to
me for review, I had to admit I had
never heard of it. “It’s coming from
ASIL,” he added. It must be OK then,
I'thought, ifit is coming from the main
UK importer of AYA and Rizzini.

Alittleresearchrevealed that EGE

was founded in Istanbul by Ertugrul
Saydamoglu and Berat Ozan Ozsahin
in 2018, having spent 10 years working
together in the Turkish gun trade. The
company offers a variety of shotguns
including single barrel, side-by-side,
over-and-under, both inertia and
gas-operated semi-automatics, pump
action and a magazine-fed bullpup-
style shotgun that it mentions can be
used for “home protection”. Not sure
we need that one in the UK.

Warranty
The gun arrived at the shooting
school and fortunately it was a 12-
bore over-and-under rather than
the one for home defence. Some of
the instructors were trying to guess
theretail price of the gun and were
thinking between £1,000 and £1,500.
To put their minds at rest, Imade a
quick phone call to ASI where Iwas
slightly amazed to be informed that
the full retail price is £599 and that
it comes with a five-year warranty.
The test gun, a demonstrator 12-
bore over-and-under, features a plain

stock. It weighs 7Ib 70z and has 30in
multichoke barrels with five chokes
and a choke key supplied. The barrels
weigh 1,490g and come over-bored at
18.6mm with 3in chambers. The top
and mid ribs are both vented and well
finished both in terms of the blacking
and the engineering.

The ejectors are similar in
appearance to those on a Blaser and
we shall see how they operate during
the test. The auto safety catch is also
selective and similar in operation to
aBeretta or Rizzini, with the top
button that slides across.

NEED TO KNOW

Manufacturer | EGE
UKdistributor | ASI

Model Over-and-under
Bore 12

Barrels 30in

Action Boxlockejector
Weight 7lb70z

Price £599

The wood-to-metal fit is good,
and the wood, while plain, has been
well finished.

Stock length

The length of pullis slightly shorter
than I'would expect for an off-the-
shelf gun: 14'4in to the midpoint
and 14%in atboth the heel and toe.
I'would have expected a little more
length at toe; however, the stock
length, together with heel and toe
measurements, can easily be adjusted
by a capable gunsmith. The drop
measurements are perhaps alittle

black action and Turkish walnut with
some very straight grain through the

The EGE12-hore over-and-under has a black action and plain yet well-finished Turkish walnut stock
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flat for some shooters at 134in at comb,
2%4in at heel; again, this could be
adjusted in anumber of ways. The
cast is standard at %in cast-off at heel.
A quick discussion with Edward King
at ASIrevealed that the gunisa pre-
sale demonstrator and those for sale
will have alonger stock and less drop.
The wood is very well presented
foragunin this price bracket —asis
therest of the gun. The fore-end has
a comfortable feel and is fitted with a
button release. The chequering is well
executed without being too sharp to
the grip of the hand.

“The ejectors are
excellent and the
patterns very good,
with no complaints
about the trigger”

The balance of the gun isin front
ofthe hinge pin by around aninch due
in part to the shortness of the stock,
but again thisis easy to adjust either
by lengthening the stock or addinga
few ounces oflead.

The other thing that we might
mention is that assembly of the
gunis super-easy, and we do watch
and rescue some people from what
appears to be a complete drama when
putting their guns together.

Convincing kills

It was time to put the gun to the test.
We sstarted at the 40ft tower at the
school where it became immediately
obvious that, while the handling
isgood, a change in the stock
dimensions would be beneficial for
the average shooter. The trigger-pulls
were very good and the ejectors
perfectly timed. Shooting quarter-
and half-choke with a combination

Shotgun test

N

While thé gun handledwell,a '
changeinstock dimensions
would be beneficial to most

CONCLUSION

The EGEisupagainstguns suchasKofs, Yildizand ATA, all of which are establishedin
the market as affordable andreliable guns. It will be interesting to see how EGE makes

inroadsintothisarea.

) Theactionandbarrelsbothappear well engineered andfinished.

Actionand : ) .
Everything opensand closes smoothly andeasily. The quality @ 20

barrels T o .
is significantly above what youwould expect at this price point.

Triggerand Thetrigger-pullsare absolutely onthe money and the ejectorstimed @ 20

ejectors toperfection.
Thestockisshorterthan|would have expected and the drop

Stock measurementsa Iltltleflat; however, thesecanall besortedput @ 20
wherenecessary without too much expense. The chequeringand
thefinishgenerally is of abetter quality than | would expect.
Thegundidthejobonawidevariety of targets that we shot, butwe

Handling areusedtoshootingabroadrange of guns. The handling could be @ 20
significantly improved with minimumeffort.
At£599withafive-year warranty, what'snottolike? The balance

Value andthe couple of pointsonthe stock that I have mentionedare
relatively easy to sort outwhere required dependentonyour height, @ 20
buildandsoon.

SCORE (" Yfiog

of 24g and 28g cartridges, the kills
were very convincing.

Moving on to the 80ft tower, the
gundid agoodjob onavariety of
targets, including those at distance
out to the sides. We finished off by
shooting one of the FITASC-style
layouts at the school, which presents
some interesting and challenging
targets. Again the EGE was reliable,
the ejectors excellent and the patterns
very good, with no complaints about
the triggers.

The question is where does this
gunsitin the market. It is a great
price representing a lot of gun for

the money. There are probably quite
arange of places it could end up,
including the pigeon hide, rough
shoots, the occasional round of
clays, the keeper’s pickup or even
the foreshore.

For many shooters, a few stock
adjustments would be worthwhile to
get the most out of it and this need not
cost much. Having a proper gun fitting
for your bespoke measurements
will obviously be more beneficial
than simply guessing. Though the
gunis not overly expensive, you
will still want to get the maximum
performance fromit. %
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